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Beacon woman arrested 
under Leandra's Law

EAST FISHKILL - A Beacon wom-
an was charged with violating Lean-
dra’s Law Wednesday after she alleg-
edly drove intoxicated with a child in
her car, according to state police.

Police charged Elizabeth Rosa, 44,
with aggravated driving while intoxi-
cated under Leandra’s Law, a class E
felony.

Rosa was driving 15 mph below the
posted speed limit and failed to main-
tain her designated lane on the Tacon-
ic State Parkway, according to police.
After being stopped, it was discovered
Rosa was intoxicated and had a 14-
year-old passenger in the vehicle.

Rosa supplied a breath sample with

a Blood Alcohol Content of .08% and
was released. She is scheduled to ap-
pear in the Town of East Fishkill Court.

Dutchess could save $93,000
annually by refinancing bonds

Dutchess County could save about
$93,000 annually by refinancing exist-
ing bonds if the county Legislature
approves the measure in May.

Some of the county’s bonds, which
originally were taken out in 2007 and
2008, would provide a total of $1.2 mil-
lion in savings over the remaining 13-
year life of the bonds. The new interest
rates would average about 1.8 percent
going forward, county Communications
Director Colleen Pillus said.

The bonds have had interest rates

between 4.125 percent and 5 percent,
according to a news release.

Pillus said this is additional savings
that wasn’t incorporated into the debt
analysis the county did when factoring
the now-approved new $192 million jail
and sheriff’s office proposal.

In March, the Poughkeepsie Journal
found it would increase 150 percent by
2021 from its current $117.2 million to
$291 million. Officials have said that
despite the increase, it would be man-
ageable. 

The resolution authorizing the refi-
nancing will be up for review at the
April 11 board meeting. 

Meetings start at 7 p.m. in the coun-
ty office building's legislative cham-
bers. County officials said they antici-
pate closing on the bond issue in June.

In Brief 

THURSDAY’S QUESTION
Have you ever fished in Wappinger
Creek?

105 Yes

82 No
187 responses.

TODAY’S QUESTION
Do you plan to vote in the New York
presidential primary? See story, page 1A.

Vote on today’s question and see what
others are saying at
poughkeepsiejournal.com. 
Find SpeakUp in the headlines section.

SpeakUp

This year’s event commemorates Mill Street Loft’s founder,
Carole J. Wolf, who is stepping down as executive director 

ALEX H. WAGNER/POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL

Carole J. Wolf, left, executive director of Mill Street Loft, speaks with Chris Silva, right, executive director of the Bardavon 1869 Opera House, at
the 19th annual Friends of the Arts Award, held at The Grandview in the City of Poughkeepsie Thursday. In addition to the typical celebrations,
this year’s event commemorates Wolf, who founded Mill Street Loft 35 years ago and will be stepping down as executive director this year.

ALBANY - New York is doling out
$13.3 million in grants to local commu-
nities to fight gun violence, including
$341,211 for local law enforcement.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Thursday
that the money will go to 17 counties
who participate in the state’s Gun In-
volved Violence Elimination, or GIVE,
initiative, which provides funding for
law enforcement training and person-
nel. The City of Poughkeepsie Police
Department and Dutchess County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office and the sheriff’s
office and probation. 

“We’ve worked tirelessly to combat
gun violence across this state and pre-
vent the senseless tragedies it causes,”
Cuomo said in a statement. “The GIVE
initiative gives law enforcement agen-
cies the resources necessary for fight-
ing gun violence in our streets, and
helps create a safer and stronger New
York for all.”

While multiple Dutchess County
agencies are involved, including the
sheriff’s office and district attorney’s
office, the bulk of the funding —
$164,805 — goes to the City of Pough-
keepsie Police Department to help curb
crime in targeted areas. Of that fund-
ing, $110,200 is earmarked for overtime
in order to increase patrols throughout
the city.

“The areas (targeted) change based
on real time crime data,” acting police
Chief Capt. Thomas Pape said. For ex-
ample, if the department is seeing an
increase in “open-air drug dealing” in a
particular location “that would be one
of the areas where we’d deploy the ex-
tra patrols to deter that type of activ-
ity.”

Pape said some of the funding also
goes to a program at the Family Part-
nership Center in Poughkeepsie for at-
risk youth, called the Phoenix Curricu-
lum. Delineation of the remaining
funds set to go to the various county
agencies couldn’t immediately be
learned Thursday.

The 17 counties enrolled in the initia-
tive represent 85 percent of violent
crime in the state outside of New York
City, he said.

This is the second year of the grant’s
two-year contract; last year the coun-
ties received the same amount of
grants, which mostly go to police de-
partments, district attorney offices,
sheriff offices, and probation depart-
ments.

Ulster County authorities will be
granted $179,175.

Staff writer Amanda Fries contribut-
ed to this report.

Grants
target
gun
violence
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Gov. Andrew Cuomo at the event Thursday.
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Dutchess law
enforcement to get
$341K to curb crime

A guy in his 20s sat on
the top deck railing of a
4-story parking garage
in Poughkeepsie threat-
ening to jump. His feet
dangled, he’d removed
his shirt and footwear.
He was crying.

Police negotiators did a great job.
He was out there for a few hours, effec-
tively locking down the garage and at-
tached office building. They brought in
wrestling mats from a nearby school.
Not only was their concern he would
jump, but he was showing the effects of
the hot summer sun. He might fall.

They were finally able to grab him.
He had a history of mental illness.

This goes back several years. Some
time later I met his mother who has
been active with the local chapter of the
National Alliance on Mental Illness.
She told me what it was to have a loved
one with mental health issues. The en-
tire family deals with the affliction.

I had this as a reference point when I
was later approached and offered a vol-
unteer board position with Mental
Health America, Dutchess County. I ac-
cepted the board position and continue
to serve.

These two organizations work to-
gether on an awareness campaign
called “Stomp Out Stigma,” which will
be held 10 a.m. to noon, May 21, on the

Walkway over the Hudson. Come join us
to stomp out the stigmas associated with
mental health and celebrate May as
Mental Health Awareness month. We
need your time and your feet!

Registration for the walk is free. For
more information, to donate, create a
team or to find a team to support, visit
mhadutchess.org/stompoutstigma.

Entry and parking will be available
from both sides of the river in Highland
and Poughkeepsie. The event is free, but
you may purchase a T-shirt. Walkers can
gather sponsors.

You can find out more about both or-
ganizations on the day of our walk, or by
going to their websites or at a Stomp Out

Stigma kickoff May 1 from 2-5 p.m. at
Bowdoin Park. Corporate sponsorships
are available for businesses and non-
profits. Call John at 845-473-2500 Ext.
3039 for details.

The walk is nice and the fundraising
important for both organizations. But
what the event is really about is people.
At least 8.4 million Americans are pro-
viding care to an adult with an emotional
or mental health issue. 

The study, On Pins & Needles: Care-
givers of Adults with Mental Illness,
identifies startling inadequacies in the
U.S. health care system in meeting the
needs of families who manage moderate-
to-serious mental illness. Four in 10 care-
givers struggled to find an accurate di-
agnosis for their loved ones. Families
whose loved ones had found an accurate
diagnosis reported that it took 11.8 years,
on average, to get there.

The study, by the National Alliance
For Caregiving in collaboration with
Mental Health America and the National
Alliance on Mental Health, also found
that only 37 percent reported that their
loved one’s medication was effective in
providing the help they need.

And caregivers noted they felt isolat-
ed by the stigma of mental illness. Please
join us May 21 on the Walkway Over the
Hudson and help “Stomp Out Stigma.” 

Larry Hughes’ column appears every
other Friday. Write to him at the Pough-
keepsie Journal, P.O. Box 1231, Pough-
keepsie, NY 12602, or email
life@poughkeepsiejournal.com

Help stomp out mental illness stigmas
LARRY HUGHES 
COMMENTARY
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